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The Witness
Monthly Newsletter of Wilkesboro United Methodist Church
TRANSFORMATION JOURNEY
What an exciting time to embark on a
Transformation Journey! When we first
started this process in the fall of 2019,
we could have never imagined how much transformation we would endure as COVID-19 has changed
the landscape of church so drastically. We envisioned
an expansion of in-house ministries and programs and
dreamed of ways to go outside our walls and into the
community. We had no idea that a few months later
we would be forced outside our walls and have a
whole new world of ministry open up to us.
On Sunday, July 12, 2020 our Administrative Council
voted unanimously to adopt the Transformation Journey report that was produced from our Discovery
Weekend vision session. This means we will now begin
the work of forming our Task Force teams (using current committee structures) and begin the process of
laying out a three-year strategic plan. I will meet with
the Conference Leaders on August 5, 2020 to begin
choosing our conference guides for the journey. However, the work has already begun within our church.
In January, we were approached by Brad Farrington
about the possibility of establishing a campus ministry
at Wilkes Community College. Brad served as the director of the Wesley Foundation at Appalachian State
for many years. The Wesley Foundation has been
more than a spiritual home for students at App State.
It has been a place to shape young adults for lifelong
ministry and service. If you wonder what that looks
like just ask Jim Brooks, he was an active member of
the Wesley Foundation when he was a student there.
Brad has already started working with a small team
from our church exploring what campus ministry
might look like at Wilkes Community College. Of
course, with COVID-19 the needs of college students
have changed from when we first started our exploration, but we are confident we can meet some of those
needs. We are exploring everything from childcare, to
transportation issues, to food insecurities; but mostly,
we want to provide a spiritually sound support system
for those trying to earn their degree. In what ways
might you dream of supporting this ministry?
We are also concerned with our K-12 students and
teachers. We are disappointed that we were not able
to hold our Summer Literacy Camp this year, but education and the support of our students and teachers is
essential as the return of school is looming before us.
This year we have the added challenge of COVID-19
restrictions which are requiring that some students
will be choosing online learning rather than in-person
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learning. Of course, if the number of cases increase all
students will move to online. So, we are also exploring
ways we can offer our support to our local students
and teachers. We also know there will be many families that need support as students will be on an alternating schedule, creating challenges with day care and
work schedules. How can we minister best to those
families?
One way we are offering student and staff support is
that our church adopted a Summer Feeding Site for
two weeks in August. The school staff have worked to
serve food to every child in our county since school
was dismissed in March. The staff is tired and in need
of some time off before school starts back so our
church will run the C.C. Wright food distribution site
so that the staff can get a much needed break. What
are some ways that you can imagine giving back to
weary workers?
Early in the COVID-19 shutdown, our Sewing Bee ladies put aside the work of making dresses, shorts,
book bags, and LuoPads so that they could make facemasks. Throughout the Church, people have been
willing to adapt and transform ministries to meet the
needs of the community. So…what new ideas do you
have? Where do you see needs that aren’t being met?
How can you help start a new outreach for the
church? Transformation has to start somewhere, why
not with you?
~ Pastor Karen
HAND IN HAND MINISTRY
Dear Friends, School will begin on August 17
all across North Carolina. Please be in prayer
for all the folks involved with schools this year.
Our Hand In Hand Ministry will be doing all we can to
help Moravian Falls Elementary School, as things will
be very different. We are sad that we cannot host the
staff for their Back To School Breakfast at our church
this year but we will still treat them by delivering food
to their staff lounge. I am sad not to be able to be
with them as they start this new year. Our Prayer
Partner Social will probably be a face time call or a
simple phone call this year instead of gathering as a
group to pray and meet. Things will be different but
they still can count on Wilkesboro United Methodist
Church for love and support to help them through
these very trying times. Please let me know if you
would like to support us in anyway. Your prayers are
the most appreciated. See page 4 for information on
the “Pray Where You Are” event, August 16th.
God bless and keep you safe,
Jane Joines Sturdyjsj@gmail.com
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KEENAGERS
Let’s eat together again! Bring your own lunch to the church
picnic shelter Tuesday, August 11th @ 11:30am. There is
plenty of room to spread out under the shelter and around
the tables. Good fellowship enjoyed by all who came to the July luncheon!
MISSION PROJECT: SEWING BEE
The current Sewing Bee project is to make bumblebee
patterned masks for the staff at Moravian Falls Elementary
School to highlight the school’s mascot. We appreciate all the
Administrative Council meeting
minutes and Treasurer Reports
donations that were made for our mask project these last few months. We
are available in the Sanctuary
still have a good supply. If you need a mask, contact Mary Henderson at
narthex and on our website
336-838-3969 or the church office.
(via the Newsletter link).
WOMEN’S MINISTRY—UMW
I pray this newsletter finds you safe, healthy and serving
God. A few days ago, I decided to do a survey of sort asking
the women of UMW (1) what brought them to their first
meeting and (2) what has kept them coming back. I have had several responses and I do see patterns forming but that is for another newsletter. I
contact us
am asking those that have not responded to do so by sending their story
Pastor: Karen Roberts
via email to me at mabrysh@gmail.com or in writing to Sherry Mabry 506
karenroberts@wilkes.net
3rd Street North Wilkesboro, NC 28659. If you have never attended one of
Youth: Donnie & Angila Thornton
our meetings, I want to hear from you as well because as our church body
dthornton7530@gmail.com
begins a transformational journey it is only right that our UMW is facing
Choir/Handbells: Jim Brooks
some transformation too. With Antha Reid’s permission I would like to
jimbrooks973@gmail.com
begin with her response to my questions. Please know, I will not ever use
Organist/Pianist: Cathy Freeman
your responses without your permission.
contact church office
“Good Morning, I have attended meetings since my mother helped organSecretary: Regina Koons
ize the WSCS (Women's Society of Christian Service) in our Methodist
wumcadmin@wilkes.net
Church. At that time, they met in the homes of the women and we young
Treasurer: Glenda Pierce
girls would attend the meetings with our mothers (and enjoy the refreshtreasurer@wilkes.net
ments that the hostess would always prepare)! I have been a part of this
organization ever since. I’ve watched it grow, change and go through a
Wednesdays unless otherwise announced.
name change, etc. since the early 1950's. I have always been a member of
If needed prior, please email
our now called United Methodist Women (UMW) and served in many posiGlenda or contact the church office.
tions from the local unit to National Representative for the Western North
Carolina Conference (WNCC) UMW. I have always supported our ladies and
tried to be a peacemaker when there were trying times in our meetings at
both local and district level. There will always be a need for our devotion to
help others and share our own faith as we do so. In these trying times that
we are facing today, I think we should focus on a theme that ALL LIVES
MATTER and not just one color or race. Our children and the elderly
should always be a focal point as we try to be used by God in this time of
STEWARDSHIP
strife for so many. I am proud to be a member of the Wilkesboro UMW
God has blessed each of us with the and will do my part to continue serving its purpose with honor and
opportunity to give of ourselves
pride.” ~ Antha Reid
through our tithes and offerings.
Your faithful giving helps enable the **I want to thank Antha for sharing her story this month. I look forward to
church in meeting the needs of this sharing others' stories. Stay tuned! See page 3 for information on the District Annual Celebrations. And join us in staying connected via our Faceministry. The stewardship of this
church family is commendable and book group named “WUMC UMW” by contacting one of our group administrators (Sherry Mabry, Jeanne Stetler, or Jan Taylor) to obtain an
an incredible blessing during the
“invitation to join”. ~ Sherry Mabry
unique time we are in. Thank you!
 By mail: WUMC, PO Box 197,
MEN’S MINISTRY—UMM
Wilkesboro NC 28697
In keeping with the Governor's and Bishop's guidelines to
 Giving Online via our church
keep Phase II in effect until August 7th, UMM will not meet
website on the homepage.
as usual on Tuesday the 4th. If guidelines change during next
 Automatic bank draft via your
update to Phase III, the group may meet sometime in August to discuss
personal bank.
golf tournament. If a meeting is scheduled, you will receive a phone call.
all funds giving report
06/29
$ 4,436.70
07/06
$ 3,917.59
07/13
$ 10,094.18
07/20
$ 4,115.00
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AUGUST CELEBRATIONS
Happy Birthday!
1 Keith Reid; 2 Julianna Day, Rod Harris, Cecil Marley Jr; 3 Angela Chavez,
Mary Patton; 5 David Gibson, Buddy Hulcher; 6 Diane Eller; 8 Dorothy Wilcox,
Cindy Wilson; 9 Sue Testerman; 10 Glenda Pierce; 11 Frances Kovacs;
12 Susie Triplett; 14 Chris Phillips; 15 Debra Cox; 16 Edith Ann Absher;
17 Betty Alexander, Angela Minton; 18 Charles Drum; 21 Daniel Parks;
22 Carolyn Johnson; 23 Adam Phillips, Rosie Shepard; 24 Becky Kilby;
25 Madison Hayes, Troy Kilby; 26 Justin Kilby; 27 Sherry Mabry; 28 Zach
Henderson, Jacob Smithey; 29 Kay Hayes; 30 James Byrd, Mary Henderson;
31 Mike Roope
Happy Anniversary!
2 Paul & Gretchen Barelski; 6 Ray & Kathy Benfield; 9 Aaron & Tanya Shire;
11 Allen & Jeanie Davis, Kenneth & Teresa Foster, Ernie & Cindy Winslow;
13 Darrell & Jamie Stone; 15 Dwayne & Iva Dean Royal; 26 Herb & Sue Taylor;
31 Donnie & Angila Thornton
Thank You!

All eight District
Annual Celebrations
will be virtual events
via Zoom Webinar. A special
page has been created on the
United Methodist Women - Western NC Conference website,
wnccumw.org/districtcelebrations,

where you will be able to find ALL
current and developing information about the District Annual
Celebrations. Registration will be
required for these free Zoom
webinar meetings. We will celebrate Unit accomplishments; vote
on the proposed UMW Appalachian District 2021 budget; and nominate, elect, and install 2021 officers for the Appalachian District
UMW. The WNCC UMW Appalachian District meeting will be held
Saturday, August 29th at 10am.

To my loving church family, Thank you for all the cards, prayers, and
loving support that you sent to our family after the death of Ernie’s dad,
Ernest, in June. It meant a lot to our family. God’s blessing to you all!
~ Cindy & Ernest Winslow
Karen, Thank you for “church” via social media each week and for daily thought
provoking online messages!
:) Take care! Cindy B., Elkin NC
Dear Mary, Thanks so much for your generous gift of cloth facemasks! What a
wonderful ministry! This ministry is truly blessing others during the pandemic.
~ Sincerely, Brad Shinaman
Many thanks for the two Upper Room Devotionals you sent last month.
~ God Bless! Rodney Harris
Hoping we get back together soon. I miss everyone.
Praise the Lord!
~ Love in Christ, Francoise Hughes
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I
Hoping everyone is well and feeling blessed although we can’t meet together!
will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness
~ Terry Pierce
be known to everyone. The Lord is
Thanks to Karen and Jim for the wonderful Sunday services. Blessings to all. Thank
near. Do not worry about anything,
you Regina and Glenda for all you do.
but in everything by prayer and sup~ Judy Johnson
plication with thanksgiving let your
requests be made known to God. And
Thank You God Bless You ! ~ John Henry Groce
Dear Pastor Karen, ...I appreciate the participation, the strategic direction, and the the peace of God, which surpasses all
understanding, will guard your
plan for growth and inclusion of The Transformation Journey.
hearts
and your minds in Christ Jesus.
~ With endless gratitude for how you have touched my sister...and bring
Philippians 4:4-7
the community to Christ, Bill Nigreen

PRAYER CONCERNS

[7/24/20]

Please continue to pray for all who are sick, unemployed, and challenged by the effects of COVID-19.
Members—Bill & Betty Alexander, Jean Alvis, Chuck Byers, Bobbie Burke, Jim & Brenda Dale, Jim & Pat Day, Dave Freeman, Anne Groce, Frances Howell, Françoise Hughes, John Mabry, Sherry Mabry, Joe McMillan & Family, George Miller,
Rachel Miller, Adam Randolph, Keith Reid, Mike Reid, Amber Thornton, Mary Summerford, Sue Taylor, Randall Woodruff
Residing In—Accordius Health: Buddy Hulcher; Rose Glen Manor: Ruth Forrest; Rose Glen Village: Bobbie Blake, Cathy
Freeman, Jean Garwood, Wanda Garwood, Peggy Marley; Villages of Wilkes: Mary Lou Brooks
Friends & Relatives—Christian Altolph, Jessica Barbosa, Alan Buckner, Tim Coomer, Fred & Teri Crane, Jennifer Dixon,
Jesse Dixon, Mike Duncan, Vernon Eller, Den England, Jarale Hayes, Joyce Hayes, Garrett & Betty Sue Hughes, Gary
Hughes, Mary Hughes, Shannon Hughes, Jane Adams Joines, Chris May, Bill Nigreen, Stephen Nobles, Leona Presutti,
Hannah Riley, Ridge Riley, Brenda B. Richardson, James Rizoti, Trawn Smith, Doris Stevens, Gerald Stierwalt, Family of
Jason Taylor, Kaiden Thornton, Family of Bonnie Vaughn, Remi Kyle Worthman
In the Military—Tyler Bowman, Aaron Jones
Please let pastor Karen or the church office know if you would like prayer, or know of church family and/or friends in need of
prayer. We are members of one body and can help carry one another’s burdens by supporting each other in prayer.
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WILKESBORO
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
exists to share the good news of Jesus Christ,
comfort the troubled and embrace God’s love.
Sundays
10:00am Sunday School via Zoom
11:00am Worship via Live Stream
Wednesdays
6:30pm Bible Study via Zoom
2 Sun
5 Wed
9 Sun
11 Tues
12 Wed
16 Sun
19 Wed
23 Sun
26 Wed
30 Sun

AUGUST 2020
10:00 Sunday School via Zoom
11:00a Worship via Live Stream
6:30p Bible Study via Zoom
10:00 Sunday School via Zoom
11:00a Worship via Live Stream
11:30a Keenagers, p. 2
6:30p Bible Study via Zoom
10:00 Sunday School via Zoom
11:00a Worship via Live Stream
3:00p Pray Where You Are, p. 4
6:30p Bible Study via Zoom
10:00 Sunday School via Zoom
11:00a Worship via Live Stream
6:30p Bible Study via Zoom
10:00 Sunday School via Zoom
11:00a Worship via Live Stream
STAY CONNECTED

Updates and communication are provided via: our
website [Letters from Our Pastor]; our social media—
Facebook + YouTube; email;
phone tree messages and postal mail as needed to help each
other Stay Connected! Contact
the church office, should you
need help connecting.
reach out: By phone, by postal mail, by email—reach
out! Share expressions of love, encouragement, prayers, and simply let someone know you are thinking of
them...it can be especially uplifting and appreciated
during this time when our normal fellowship routines
are disrupted.
wednesday night bible study: Connect with others
by participating in a Bible Study led by Pastor Karen
via Zoom. Emails are sent by Tuesday each week with
a direct link or phone number to attend at 6:30pm on
Wednesdays.
sunday school class: Sunday School via Zoom
emails with a direct link or phone number to attend at
10am on Sundays are sent by Friday each week.
PRAY WHERE YOU ARE
ALL INVITED to join in prayer with the
Hand In Hand Ministry for students,
teachers, staff and families of
Moravian Falls Elementary School, plus all of North
Carolina schools on Sunday, August 16th at 3:00pm.

WILKES MINISTRY OF H.O.P.E.
According to Feeding America, 1 in 7 people in
US face hunger. In children, the number is 1 in
5 lacking proper access to food during the summer.
Need: donations of non-perishable food items & baby
items (specifically baby wipes AND diapers).
Need: volunteers for specific tasks/projects etc. AND
churches and/or groups to do Food Drives.
Prayers & financial gifts welcomed.
336-903-1414; hope@brushymountain.com; Facebook
PRAYER WALL
The Upper
Room Prayer Ministry offers a Prayer Wall online.
“By requesting prayer, others around the globe have
committed to pray with you, and God has already
heard your prayer….Dear Upper Room friends,
Thank you for your engagement with our online community. The purpose of the prayer wall is to allow users to pray as a community and connect around their
prayer needs. Though we know that prayer and conversations sometimes travel away from the immediate
topic, we are committed to maintaining an open, welcoming, and fruitful space for prayer for anyone who
wishes to participate.”
http://prayer-center.upperroom.org/request-prayer
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